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lend a voice to the 1.5 million workers
who have lost their Federal unemploy-
ment benefits.

Imagine a choice before you where
you had to either put food on the table
or have a roof over your head. This is
the decision that millions of workers,
including 53,000 people in L.A. County
alone, will face, all because my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
refused to extend unemployment insur-
ance benefits.

Last week, I had an opportunity to
talk personally with constituents who
are affected by the loss of these bene-
fits. Their message for me to send to
my colleagues was clear:

We are not lazy or unmotivated. We want
to work. But as we continue to navigate a
tough labor market, we need these benefits
in order to provide for our families and to
pay for the gas and phone bills that help us
talk to potential employers and get our-
selves to interviews.

Mr. Speaker, unemployment benefits
are not handouts. These are benefits
workers have earned. They paid into
the system to help them precisely dur-
ing times like this.

It is time to stop disrespecting these
people who are continuing to try to
find work by mischaracterizing them
as lazy or somehow fat and happy liv-
ing on unemployment benefits.

One of my constituents, in par-
ticular, Anthony, wanted me to make
crystal clear the fact that he resents
those who say that is he not trying
hard enough to find a job. He has a
bachelor’s degree in finance from Cal
State Long Beach and has worked as
an accountant in the private sector.

In his 47 years on Earth, he has never
once been unemployed until now, and
he has been trying everything he can
to find work, but hasn’t found anything
yet.

He told me that every morning he
gets up and goes to a work center to
search the online listings, and that the
20 computers at this particular work
center are always full, and every single
person at one of those computers is ac-
tively looking for work.

Mr. Speaker, unemployment insur-
ance benefits are a lifeline to families
who are struggling. Please don’t cut off
this critical lifeline. Give unemploy-
ment insurance the vote that it de-
serves.

————
TURKS IN RUSSIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. STIVERS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. STIVERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to raise awareness of an ongoing
humanitarian crisis in southern Rus-
sia, and call on the State Department
to respond to that crisis.

In 2003, the United States State De-
partment, responding to a humani-
tarian crisis against Ahiska Turks in
southern Russia, designated Ahiska
Turks as a special humanitarian con-
cern for P-2 processing. As a result, be-
tween 2004 and 2007, roughly 12,000
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Ahiska Turks arrived in the United
States as refugees and settled in over
25 States, including a sizable commu-
nity in my home State of Ohio.

Ahiska Turks, discriminated against,
belittled and persecuted in Russia, are
model citizens in the United States. In
less than a decade, they have been able
to fully integrate into American soci-
ety. They have learned English, adapt-
ed to their new environment, educated
their children and helped revitalize our
neighborhoods.

They live the American Dream and
strengthen American society by invest-
ing in their people and our cities. It is
proven that this group is an asset to
our community, as seen by the fact
that over 50 percent of them are entre-
preneurs and create jobs for others, in-
cluding many Americans.

Ahiska Turks have shown that refu-
gees can thrive and live the American
Dream and help us grow our commu-
nities and our country. It is puzzling to
me why the State Department abruptly
ended this successful program.

There are roughly 80,000 Ahiska
Turks who remain in southern Russia
in difficult circumstances. The latest
report by the European Commission
Against Racism and Intolerance cites
the adverse environment for human
rights organizations to even monitor
the discrimination being suffered
against Ahiska Turks in southern Rus-
sia, and acknowledges that the situa-
tion is ‘“‘very bad.”

I call on the State Department today
to restart the P-2 program and respond
to this ongoing humanitarian crisis.

I urge my colleagues to contact the
U.S. State Department to restart the
P-2 program for Ahiska Turks in Rus-
sia. This is a bipartisan issue where
Congress can stand up for human rights
and stand up for a persecuted group.

————

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, I am
here today to speak about legislation
that will create jobs, grow our econ-
omy, and reduce our deficit. This legis-
lation has already passed the Senate,
and the American people are still wait-
ing for the House to do its part. I am
speaking about comprehensive immi-
gration reform.

The nonpartisan Congressional Budg-
et Office predicts that over the next 10
years, fixing our broken immigration
system will promote job creation and
wage increases, cut the deficit by near-
ly $158 billion, and increase America’s
GDP by over $800 billion.

This bill will be an economic benefit,
and it is also the right thing to do for
the 11 million immigrant families liv-
ing in the shadows.

Think about what this legislation
means for those families who are fac-
ing many challenges, not unlike the
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difficulties earlier Irish, Italian, Por-
tuguese and French immigrants faced
when they arrived in this great coun-
try.

Diversity is a great strength of this
country. We are a nation of immi-
grants, and our laws should reflect our
values that, if you work hard and con-
tribute to society, you can provide a
life for yourself and your family.

It is time to enact comprehensive im-
migration reform so we can create jobs,
grow our economy, secure our borders,
and ensure that the American Dream
remains a real opportunity for all fu-
ture generations.

The American people deserve a vote
on this critical legislation, and I urge
my colleagues and I urge the Speaker
to bring this bill to the floor so we can
fix our broken immigration system and
enact comprehensive reform that will
make a real difference, not only in our
economy, but in the lives of millions
and millions of people.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 15, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 15, 2014 at 9:47 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 3527.

That the Senate passed S. 1434.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 26
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Gary Grogan, Stone Creek
Church, Urbana, Illinois, offered the
following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for
the stewards of our government that
are gathered here today, those who are
willing to serve under grueling public
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